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Mona Ali Khalil is an internationally respected public international lawyer with 25 years of UN
and other international legal and diplomatic experience. She holds a B.A. and an M.A. in
International Relations from Harvard University and a Masters in Foreign Service and a Juris
Doctorate from Georgetown University.
She is an Affiliate of the Harvard Law School Program on International Law and Armed Conflict.
During her tenure as a Senior Legal Officer in the UN Office of the Legal Counsel, Ms. Khalil
served as head of the peacekeeping team wherein she advised on rules of engagement and the use
of force by UN peacekeepers including for the protection of civilians. She also negotiated status
of forces agreements, upheld privileges and immunities and pursued accountability for crimes
against, as well as by, UN peacekeepers. She contributed to the elaboration, interpretation and
implementation of the Human Rights Due Diligence Policy, the Human Rights Screening Policy
and the Zero-Tolerance Policy against Sexual Exploitation and Abuse.
During her UN service, she also undertook several special assignments arising from the UNSC's
peace and security, counter-terrorism and disarmament efforts including in Iraq, Libya and Syria.
Her chapter on the “Legal Aspects of the Protection of Civilians in UN Field Operations” appears
in The Protection of Civilians in International Law published by Oxford University Press in June
2016. In May 2018, she published an opinion piece entitled “The World Needs Robust
Peacekeeping not Aggressive Peacekeeping” in the ICRC Humanitarian Law and Policy Blog.
In January 2018, she founded MAK LAW -an international legal advisory and consulting serviceto assist Governments and intergovernmental organizations to secure their legal rights, advance
their legal interests and fulfill their legal obligations in the service of “We the Peoples”.

